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Face Up Pai Gow Poker Rules 
 
 

1. Face Up Pai Gow Poker is a Pai Gow Poker variant played with a 53-card deck, consisting 
of a standard 52 card deck and one joker. The joker may either complete a straight, 
flush, straight flush or act as an ace.  

 
2. Minimum and maximum betting limits and paytables will be posted at the table. 
 
3. All regular Pai Gow Poker rules will be followed with the addition of the options listed 

here. 
 

4. Face Up Pai Gow Poker plays like conventional Pai Gow Poker, except in which all the 
dealer cards are exposed first.  
 

a. If the dealer has exactly an ace-high hand Pai Gow, then the hand will 
automatically result in a push (tie).  
 

b. Player’s do not pay commission on winning hands 
 

5. To begin each round, players must make their standard Pai Gow wagers. They may also 
make the Fortune Bonus, Ace High bonus and/or Progressive wager. 
 

6. The Fortune Bonus – The Fortune Bonus bet considers the best hand possible among 
the player’s seven cards and is reconciled against the approved posted paytable.   
 

7. Envy Bonus – When a Player wagers $5.00 or more on the Fortune Bonus they may 
qualify for the Envy Bonus.  
 

a. All qualifying Envy Bonus wagers receive the Envy Bonus prize excluding the 
player who had the hand containing the winning triggering event. Players win 
the Envy Bonus when a player at the table receives a four of a kind or higher, 
excluding the dealer and his/own hand. 
 

b. Before the cards are dealt, the dealer will place the “Envy” lammer in front of all 
betting circles with qualifying bets for the Envy Bonus ($5 or more). 
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8. The Ace-High Bonus – The Player wins the Ace-High Bonus wager if the dealer’s seven 

cards are an Ace-High Pai Gow. Paytables will be posted at the gaming table. 
 

9. The Progressive Wager – This is an optional $1 wager. Progressive Wagers will be paid 
according to the paytable posted at the table.  
 

10. After all packets of cards are dealt, the dealer exposes their seven cards and sets it in 
accordance to the house way. 
 

11. After the dealer’s hand is set and it’s determined their hand doesn’t contain an Ace-High 
Pai Gow, the players set their seven-card hand and standard Pai Gow play continues. 
  

a. Players making wagers must remain at the table until the hand has been 
completely reconciled.  

 
12. If the dealer’s hand is an Ace-High Pai Gow, all player main wagers are pushed. 

 
13. While reconciling the standard Pai Gow poker wagers, the dealer also reconciles the 

Fortune Bonus, Ace-High bonus and Progressive wagers. 
 

a. If the player’s hand qualifies for payouts, the dealer pays the player according to 
the posted pay table. 
 

14. Aggregate Payoffs 
 

a. A maximum aggregate amount that is payable per table limit or player limit will 
be established and a sign will be posted at the table explaining the details of the 
aggregate win limit. 
 

15. Players will be notified of any changes to pay tables or wagering options through a 
revised posting at the table. 

 
16. Side betting between or amongst players, with or against the house, is prohibited. 

 


